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MUST BOOKS 
March 20 


Goudge, Elizabeth THE MIDDLE WINDOW Coward, McCann 


s First of all, this is delightful entertainment, and written with the charm 
and grace and finish for which Miss Goudge has already won a name. Second, it would 
seem that the Berkeley Square ghost is haunting the literary scene these days, for 
here is the third book of the current season which uses a related theme (7ryst and 
The City Lies. Foursquare were the other two and both good ones). I confess to a 
romantic streak which responds to novels like The Middle Window — the setting, the 
Highlands today, with a throwback to the period of Bonnie Prince Charlie; the char- 
acters, a London socialite drawn by some unknown lure to a certain place in Scotland, 
and once there made captive by a sense of having gone through life before in those 
scenes and with the poverty stricken laird of the manor as the other figure in the 
drama. The story is worked out convincingly, with no actual reappearance of figures 
from the past, and a good yarn is spun by a skillful weaver. Elizabeth Goudge has 
made a secure place for herself, and this should appeal to her market. $2.50 


April 3 


Frankau, Pamela THE DEVIL WE KNOW Dutton 


* For the first time, Pamela Frankau has grown up to the mantle of her famous 
father with a very capable and engrossing novel. She writes extremely well, there is 
a very real quality to her dialogue, which is perceptive and humorous, and her central 
character, an extremely self-conscious Jew, is a fine piece of chare-terization, though 
to my way of thinking, she has made him an individual rather than the world type she 
seems to intend him to be. He is arrogant and yet gentle, insulting yet on the de- 
fensive, hypersensitive to the verge of being psychopathic, but fundamentally generous 
and idealistic. He is always banging his head against the wall and undergoing humil- 
iation. It takes a terrific shock to make him realize that his persecution is not 
racial but within himself - and that there is love and friendship to be found. This 
book, in spite of its theme, is not a political protest against dictatorship - but a 


good story. $2.50 


April 25 


Stern, G. B. THE WOMAN IN THE HALL Macmillan 


* Good Stern - but not tops. A novel that fits perhaps into the class with 
Long Lost Father rather than The Matrzarch, but that has somewhat more substance and 
depth than some of those in her lighter vein. It is an unusual story, with a char- 
acter that in retrospect seems hardly convincing but that she makes wholly convincing 
as one reads. The scene is England of a few years ago - there is no particular sig- 
nificance to the period; the story is the reason for being, with its indication of 
the influence of childhood patterns on adult development. G. B. Stern fans want 
everything she writes. And they are a dependable and substantial number. $2.50 
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MONEY IN THE TILL WITd THESE. NOVELS 


A new Warwick Deeping, BLUE WATER (Knopf); VALEDICTORY by MacKinlay Kantor (Coward, 
McCann); two dark horses with real possibilities, THE MAIN STREAM by Hilda Morris 
(Putnam), and ANGRY MAN'S TALE by Peter de Polnay (Knopf). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~- Fiction 
April 10 


Millard, Ruth Tracy TONIGHT AND FOREVER Penn 


A bit on the mawkish side, this story of the childhood love of Kirk and 
Joyce, which is defeated by Kirk's jealous and demanding mother. They are separated - 
chance throws them together again quite innocently, after Joyce has married, and 
there is the devil to pay. Then divorce - and reunion. An overdose of sugar and 
bathos, but with many of the elements that go to make successful rental items. $2.00 


" V9 TUB 
Mid-aprfi | . : 


Merrick, Elliott FROST AND FIRE da Scribner 


Merrick has tapped his established medium for a novel of Labrador life, a 
story of children of mixed blood, Scotch and Eskimo. Jan and Luce have similar back- 
grounds, but Luce is determined to know the world of her father, while Jan is content 
to be a trader and a good one. The story is told of the endless contest against cold 
and hunger, of the privations endured because of the trader's inhumanity, the trapping, 
the fishing, the hunting on which isolated families depended for food, clothing and 
shelter. The Northern way of life wins out over Boston's civilization, and Luce re- 
turns. There is plenty of adventure in deily living, to which the plot seems secondary, 


and the book resolves itself into a well-detailed picture of the people and their life. 
. $2.50 


April 21 
Greig, Maysie STEPPING UNDER LADDERS Doubleday, Doran 


Perhaps a touch of sin gives a new spice to a Maysie Greig, but this seems 
a pretty involved puss-—in-the-corner story, without much to recommend it, even for the 
Greig addicts. The background is a small English village, where Margie's love affair 
is smashed by a prospective sister-in-law, and where Margie gets back at her by winning 
the disillusioned, sophisticated man in the case. It takes a few drinks to get him - 


but it is all in line with the course she has chosen. $2.00 
April 3 
Deeping, Warwick BLUE WATER Knopf 


Slightly more purple than even Mr. Deeping's usual path. A story in con- 
trasts of ways of life, on the one side an ultra-modern and somewhat lecherous author 
has created a resort for those of his ilk, demonstrating his theories of freedom; on 
the other side, a millionaire establishes a farming project on a big scale, expounding 
the simple way of life. There are crossed wires as romance intervenes, but the simple 
pattern wins out in the end. Done in the best Deeping manner, with philosophical 
overtones, etc. The Deeping name pulls rentals and some sales - but this has some 
elements that will alienate his more conventional readers, without winning sophis-— 
ticates. $2.50 
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April 21 


Morris, Hilda THE MAIN STREAM Putnam 


* I liked it - and think Hilda Morris has grown tremendously since the rather 
sprawly The Long View, a first novel of more than ordinary quality. In this new novel, 
she has succeeded in weaving the threads of her story into closer pattern, while still 
maintaining the variations on her theme. The scene this time is upper New York state, 
primarily, where the Denwoods, Clinton, Beulah and Flora, spend their childhood on 

the home farm. Marriage and temperament force their lives into different streams, 

but in Flora, the finest of the three, "the main stream" continues to hold its course. 
A family novel, which contains within its bounds many segments of American background 
and way of living. There is enough plot to hold it together; enough conviction in the 
drawing of character and scene to make its impress. Well written and good reading. 


$2.50 


April 24 


Kantor, MacKinlay : VALEDICTORY Coward, McCann 


Kantor's name was made through his novel of Gettysbur;, Long Remember, and 
yet, since then, his best selling work has been his novelettes, scarcely more than 
long short stories. Valedictory belongs in this class. The story reminds one in- 
evitably of Mr, Chips, in the lowly guise of the school janitor on the eve of retire- 
ment. Through his meditations, as he prepares for his last commencement, one glimpses 
the life of the little community as the old janitor's life impinges on those of the 
children he has come to know so well. Not an important piece of work, but it has a 
simplicity and a homely emotional quality that is certain to appeal to many readers. 
Illustrations by Amos Sewell make it a nice small gift book. $1.00 


April 25 
Irvine, Helen Douglas FRAY MARIO Longmans, Green 


This is one of those stories which has a haunting quality almost indefin- 
able in its appeal. Against a fascinating background of 18th century Lima is told 
the romance of a monk of the third order, living a degraded life in the city gutters 
and writing his bits of verse deriding the local characters and making caustic com- 
mentary on the seamy side of life. The one gleam in his life is Micaela Villegas, 
dancer and mime, now favorite of the governor, now discarded by a fickle populace 
who called her La Perricholi (readers of Bridge of San Luts. Rey will recall her). 
The story is told through old records, contemporary letters and diaries, and bit by 
bit the pieces fall into place. [It is an absorbing glimpse of an unfamiliar way of 
life —~ not easy reading because of theshift in focus as different contemporaries add 
their bits of evidence to create a whole. Even at the end, the reader is left to 
fill in many gaps for himself. A book that wont sell on its own momentum, but that 
could readily become a "bookseliers’ find", given the attention of those who like to 
create’ sales of unusual books. $2.00 


May 1 


de Polaay, Peter ANGRY MAN'S TALE Knopf 


* Here's one of our recommendations for special attention ~ the sort of book 
that will reward the bookseller who reads it for himself and picks his special cus- 
tomers, those who like their diet tart and sharp, with an undercurrent of sentiment, 
The theme is an old one - falling in love and being sold out. But it is done in the 
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laconic modern manner, a little hard, a little tough, clever and thoroughly likeable. 
Life's little ironies made important in the telling. The story is told in the first 
person, a soliloquy of a romance that didn't work out, set in modern Spain (Majorca). 
The characters are English - the man, Tony, tells the story; Connie, the girl, is 
provocatively done in flashbacks, and the whole story is original in its twists and 


unexpected in its outcome. Not important - but it might snowball into substantial 
sales. $2.50 


May 1 
Schisgall, Oscar SWASTIKA Knopf 


Good story, but not convincing. Loose ends of contradictory fact spoil the 
authenticity of the picture. Story built around the return to Germany for a visit on 
the part of a modern young American woman and her German husband, as yet unnatural- 
ized, and their small son. Of her open resentment and growing antagonism and de- 
testation for the Nazi regime and all it involves, her increasing fear of what it is 
doing to her husband, as his step-mother and old school friends involve him in the 
Nazi way of thought. As a story, thoroughly readable and interesting; as a picture 
of two poles of thought meeting - and exploding - it is fairly obvious; as a study 
of the Nazi set-up, it has nothing particularly new to offer, other than the American 


slant on the picture. $2.00 


May 2 
Bontemps, Arna DRUMS AT DUSK Macmillan 


The story of a slave uprising in Haiti, in which Toussaint L'Overture 
fidures prior to his rise to fame, and which mostly concerns itself with the high 
handed behaviour of the French landlords towards their slaves. Diron, aristocrat 
with ideals for freedom, is endangered by his political leanings and is forced to 
abandom the slaves whom he had been helping. There is a romance that comes to a 
head with the slave uprising and he flees the island with his new love. The plot is 
thinnish, but it is a colorful picture of the life on a plantation, of the relations 


of blacks and whites, of the reasons back of the slave rebellions. Interesting read- 
ing. $2.50 


May 5 
Ayres, Ruby M. BIG BEN Doubleday, Doran 


Bad Ayres —- and that is saying a good deal. Story of an orphaned girl, of 
her sheltered, uneventful life, of the result of propinquity in her falling in love 
with Big Ben, some years older. And then of the coming of a rich and unknown father 
and the temptations of the fleshpots. Struggle between pride and love - and finally 
pride takes a fall. $2.00 


Y 
Carson, Katherine MRS. PENNINGTON Putnam 


Likeable enough family chronicle, laid in small Kansas town in the '80's. 
The Chautuauqua was the high spot of the summer, and the family finances were governed 
by the need to save enough to attend the Assembly. During the period, various family 
dramas come to a head, and the mother acts as dea ex machina. A "period piece" with 
a very human mother managing to retain her independence. Good conservative item,with 
a homespun quality that will endear it to the readers. $2.50 
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May 15 









West, Nathanael THE DAY OF THE LOCUST Random House 


The author of Miss Lonely Hearts has written in this new novel, as point- 
less and inane a book as I have encountered for some time. The story, if such it 

can be called, consists of flashes of Hollywood's lunatic fringe who careen around, 
sometimes drunk, sometimes sex driven, sometimes just screwball. There is no plot - 
merely scenes here and there showing up Hollywood nuts and freaks, rather than glamor 
girls. $2.00 



































May 19 


Comstock, Harriet E. THE ROAD BEYOND Doubleday, Doran 


Parents versus children, brother and sister, family ties and romance all 
thrown in to this thesis novel dealing with freedom to lead one's own life. The 
family is headed by a clergyman-father, ruling with iron hand. It takes various 
incidents to bring about the emancipation, but at the close all members of the 
family have found their own paths and are ready for leading their own lives. In the 
Norris homespun school with a bit of the morality side, dullish in spots, but on 
the whole a meatier book than previous ones. Rentals for conservatives. $2.00 


TOO LATE FOR INCLUSION IN EARLIER ISSUES 


March 15 
4 Boone, Jack DOSSIE BELL IS DEAD Stokes 
* This suggests Jesse Stuart's blend of realism and lyricism, with a color- 


ful reproduction of crude vernacular ina story of the West Tennessee hill country. 
The author was born there and lived among the inbred, half primitive, superstitious 
people of whom he writes. The plot is the least part, as side by side runs the \ 
story of the night vigil following the death of Dossie Bell and the theme of primi- 
tive lust in the story of Birdie, half wild, wholly promiscuous, The focus is not 
on plot but on the way of life of these hill folk. A perceptive, fine-drawn piece 

of writing. $2.50 


March 20 


af Geijerstam, Gosta IVA Dutton 


A novel by the author of Northern Summer, with an authentic feel in the 
background of Norwegian life on farm and mountain, but it lacks the charm of the 
personal material in the earlier books. It is a psychological study of a man unable 
to adapt himself to changed conditions. Simply told story of a man, who through the 
loss of his inherited farm, loses caste in the community and is driven into isola- 
tion by his failure. $2 . 00. 


ee ee 


March 23 


Clarke, Donald Henderson MILLIE'S DAUGHTER Vanguard 


Sex and more sex, flamboyant and noisy as Mr. Clarke can be, and thorough- 
ly cheap. Plenty about criminals, hopheads, nightclubs, etc. Primarily the story of 
Millie herself, Mr. Clarke's latest Superwoman, drinking and sleeping around, making 
no bones about sex, but fundamentally generous and kind-hearted and vital. She is 
acquitted of a murder charge as the scene opens, and dedicates her life (and death) 
to the daughter whom she wishes to save from the mistakes she has made. You know 
your market. $2.00 
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March 41 


Wellman, Paul I. JUBAL TROOP Carrick & Evans 


Good man's book in a panoramic super-adventure tale of the early west, 
1885, with Jubal Troop as the focus, one of those indefatigable hard—-loving and 
hard fighting men, not without a certain raw power. North Dakota, Montana, Texas - 
cattlehand, rancher, rawhider, miner, trader - and finally, after another interval 
as rancher, success when oil is discovered on his ranch in Oklahoma. Then the down- 
grade, and a succession of misadventures. Through it all, the romance with Naoma, 
with whom he is finally reunited. Picaresque adventure, with a certain lusty hard- 
hitting verve. $2.75 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


March 40 


Blochman, Lawrence BLOW DOWN Harcourt, Brace 


Banana plantations and exporting, German propaganda, Central American back- 
ground and a Federal agent ferreting out the truth behind three deaths and stolen 
money. Good paced entertainment with an unusual setting and original details involv-— 


ing the blocking of radio programs, etc. Serialized under title The Resounding Sktes. 
$2.00 


April 4 
White, Ared SEVEN TICKETS TO SINAGPORE Houghton, Mifflin 


In Oppenheim manner, an adventure tale of a state department investigator 
on the tail of a ring of foreign crooks who have kidnapped a girl and her father's 
invention , a death-ray machine. Expected succession of beating around the bush, 
close shaves and near-death thrills, until the investigator rounds up his gang. $2.00 


April 18 


Armstrong, Margaret MURDER IN STAINED GLASS Random House 


Sprightly reading, more on story side than on deduction side. The inquisi- 
tive and romantic Miss Trumbull is involved in a murder while visiting in Connecticut. 
The body is found in the kiln of an artist working on the cathedral window, and the 
installation leads to part of the solution. Local police one step ahead in unmasking 


killer, $2.00 
April 20 ; 

Ford, Leslie RENO RENDEZVOUS Farrar & Rinehart 

* A likeable tale, perhaps not very deep on the mystery side, but very engag- 


ing. Mrs. Latham this time bungles things deliberately to shield her favorite niece 
who is taking the cure in Reno from a husband she loves and who is implicated in the 
murder of the bounder she was supposed to marry. Col. primrose solves the case des-— 
pite Mrs. Latham, and Sergeant Buck does his bit. The murder involves divorce legal- 
ities, and the setting is unusual and very neatly done. Up to scratch, for those who 
like the Latham-Primros2-Buck trio. $2.00 
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Late April 


Taylor, Phoebe Atwood SPRING HARROWING Norton 


Not top ranking Taylor, but she is always fun reading. Asey May of Cape 
Cod again in sleuthins capacity on two deaders. It involves a new game, people that 
don't make sense, treasure and blackmail. Quite Juessable. $2.00 


May & 


a“ 


Jones, Jennifer DIRGE FOR A DOG Doubleday, Doran 


A dismembered body, an old lady subjected to a series of seeming accidents, 
and Miss Mott, the realtor, cannot rest until she pieces together the whole puzzle. 
She uses effectively bits of information which seem of no interest to the police. 


Entertaining enough though the criminal is a bit on the unfair to the reader side. 
$2.00 


NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 


Apretot— S-/2. 3G, 
Hindus, Maurice WE SHALL LIVE AGAIN Doubleday, Doran 


* A straw to cling to - in the face of the current news from poor dismembered 
Czechoslovakia, for, in this revealing picture of the valiant little country, Hindus 
strengthens one's faith in an ideal surviving, in Spite of everything. He spent 
enough time in Czechoslovakia before the September crisis to be able to give an 
intimate picture of the people, the country, the way of thought and living. He 
visited all parts, saw the natives in their own homes, studied the institutions, 
political, economic, educational, social. He gives a birdseye view of what the 
democracy had done for all its people. He recognizes the mistakes they made - and 
why. He builds a many-faceted picture. And then he shows the disintesration - under 
betrayal and under Nazi oppression. At the end, facing probable further destruction, 
he quotes the people themselves as sayina, "shall live again." A timely book. $3.00 


A FEW GOOD B&TS 


OUR FAMILY by Adet. and Anor Lin (John Day) may just click; MAHAN by Capt. W. D. 
Puleston (Yale) is first rate in its class; the long postponed Gouverneur Morris 
DIARY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION (Houghton, Mifflin) is actually coming. See below.. 


PROBLEMAT ICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
April # }} 


Lang, Gladys T. THE COMPLETE MENU BOOK Houghton, Mifflin 


This is one of the cook-book galley proofs that I longed to keep, for I 
found tempting recipes and suggestions for original meals on almost every sheet. 
Miss Lang has made a reputation with her previous volumes, Choice Menus. and More 
Menus, and this new volume is more comprehensive than either of the others. She is 
not concerned with teaching the inexperienced to cook the staple items. Rather her 
purpose is to stir jaded imaginations and inspire housekeepers to more varied diets. 
Recipes accompany menus, so the arrangement is according to meals rather than courses. 
Good for individuals, for restaurant and the tea room proprietors, etc. $3.00 
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April 4—/ 7) 


Lin, Adet & Anor OUR FAMILY John Day 


* This book by the small daughters of Lin Yutang should have just as good a 
chance as the Abbe children's book. This is thoroughly entertaining though less 
sophisticated, and the children seem (to me) more interesting than the Abbes. They 
describe their parents, each other, family activities, places they've visited, likes 
and dislikes, school, theatres, stories they have heard, things they love about China, 
the problems Father presents and Mother solves. The text is unedited and has the 
original spelling. The picture of the parents through children's eyes is quite en- 
lightening, and their view of the world about them is sometimes precocious, always 
refreshing. The two girls contribute random pieces and the youngest, Mei, is the 
official footnoter. Illustrated with sketches by the authors. Introduction by Pearl 


Buck. With such a launching - and their father's fame, the book should go. $2.50 
28 
April 21 

Field, Dorothy J. THE HUMAN HOUSE Houghton, Mifflin 


This is a book designed to help the individual fit a house to his needs, 
and those of his family. It is a book which people hoping to build should read, so 
that when the time comes, they can make their contribution to the architect, and gain 
in the results, a house that fits the demands of a growing family. Activity, quiet 
and privacy are three fundamentals. The suggestion is made to keep a notebook, a 
file of clippings, photographs, lists of pet peeves, record of storage space needed, 
data on community desirabilities, etc. There are chapters that will help the novice 
to read and interpret plans. There are charts that show how different types of houses 
at different price ranges will fit different styles of living and different needs. 


$2.95 


April 12 
Ewen, David MEN AND WOMEN WHO MAKE MUSIC Crowell 


Informal biographical material on musical idols, what they are like, what 
their tastes are, how they came to attain prominence, what constitutes their genius. 
Representative musicians in the fields of opera, concert, symphony are included, - 
Kreisler, Paderewski, Flagstad, Melchior, Heifetz, Lehmann, Ormandy, Casals, Menuhin, 
etc. Tidbits for the music follower, by one who writes with authority. Popular in 
appeal. $2.75 


April 14 


Burbank, Addison GUATEMALA PROFILE Coward, McCann 


A painter in search of subjects tells of 13 months’ stay in Guatemala, 
traveling here and there, being sick, reaching inaccessible places, sharing exper- 
iences with all classes of men and women. An intimate picture of the country as seen 
by the artist, absorbing as much detail of costumes and customs as possible, and 
tapping the knowledge and experience of foreigners as well as natives. Good armchair 
reading as well as practical for the traveler. Supplements Ferguson's Guatemala. 


$3.50 
Pessels, King & Gale, Arthur L. MAKE YOUR OWN MOVIES Coward, McCann 


With the great number of books on photography published during the past two 
years, it is surprising that this should be the first practical layman's book on tak-— 
ing moving pictures. It is first rate in its field. The point stressed is nct so | 
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much the artistic side (though that is given due attention) as the aspects that dif- 

ferentiate this form of photography from stills. Planning a continuity, building up 

a "story" for even home pictures, making them permanently interesting (what a blessing 

for the friends and relatives who have to look at them afterwards!) The problems of 

light, pace, estimating distance, etc., are also discussed. A capable job. $3.00 
sO 


e 


April 14 
Cochrane, Gordon S. ("Mickey") BASEBALL: The Fans.’ Game Funk & Wagnalls 


"Mickey" Cochrane is no longer actively connected with baseball, but it was 
not long ago that Detroit was idolizing him for winnins the World's Series for them 
for the first time. This is in part his personal story, filled with bits about famous 
players. And in part it is helpful advice on how to play the game, hints on plays in 
various positions and touches on "inside ball". A book which players of all grades 
should find useful, and which would help make the game more interesting and intelliég- 
ible to those on the grand stands. Cochrane confesses that baseball has done a lot 
for him — but his book suggests that he has done a lot for baseball as well. $2.00 


April 145 
Morris, Lucile BALD KNOBBERS Caxton 


The "Bald Knobbers" were a self appointed vigilance organization in the 
Ozarks from 1885 to 1889. A period of general bushwhacking lawlessness made some 
sort of control imperative and the band (paralleling closely the original K K K 
organization) was formed by Captain Kinney. Two murders led to the trial and con- 
viction of a county leader, and the Bald Knobbers were disbanded. Local item chiefly. 
Simply done. Based on contemporary records. Illustrated with photographs. $3.00 


April 17 


Papanin, Ivan LIFE ON AN ICE FLOE Messner 


Here in diary form is a record of 274 days on an ice floe, when the four 
Soviet scientists made this expedition to record hydrological observations. Possibly 
scientists would find the record interesting. Certainly the layman would not. Nothing 
happens - no ordeals - no adventure - no perils. They are plentifully supplied with 
food, tents, etc. The log consists of routine data, plus a bit of propaganda. When 
fissures in the ice made return advisable, they radioed home. The cause of ice move- 
ments seems to be the chief discovery intelligible to the layman. Incredibly dull. 
Illustrated. $2.50 


Cole, G.D.H. & Postgate, THE BRITISH COMMON PEOPLE Knopf 
Raymond W. 1745 ~ 1938 


A useful sociological document, and an important reference book for a one 
volume record of the changes in ways of living, ways of thinking, ways of doing over 
about 200 years. Not, however, a book likely to be read by the average reader in 
search of a general history of England during that period. In spite of certain 
essential connections with matters political and historical, there is singularly 
little concern with the matters of general history. The urbaneworking class, the 
agricultural class, the great middle class - and their share in the trend towards 
political and economic freedom. Trade unionism and its part in the picture. Various 
class movements. Social progress. A staple item for libraries and colleges. $4.00 
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April 18 


Ferber, Nat I FOUND OUT Dial 


An autobiosraphy of years as special "newsmaker" for Hearst, against a back- 
ground of his childhood in the Brooklyn Jewish quarter, and an expose of the city's 
milk supply and bucketshops. The angle throughout is political - with Hearst and 
against existing government ~ and the investigations recounted show how many in office 
are implicated. Many anecdotes of Jimmy Walker, Rothstein, General Vanderbilt, 
Woodrow Wilson, etc., besides many of the Hearst staff. Interesting material on how 
news stories are made. Good memoir of the muckraking school, smoothly told. Market 


chiefly New York and the political market, and those who like the inside story of 
$3. 00 


journalism. 


Baker, S. Josephine, M.D. FIGHTING FOR LIFE Macmillan 


A child welfare expert tells of her professional life, her start as a doc- 
tor, her political appointment, the origin of her crusades for healthy babies, and 
the fight against the press, politics, ignorant mothers of the slums - and her own 
profession. Forty years of effort brought a measure of success. With N Y¢ C as her 
battleground, she fought the battle of clean milk, health programs, isolation of the 
sick, clinics for mothers, school children health education, infantile paralysis, etc. 
The details of how she adapted means to needs, how she achieved her aims, and what 
she thinks should be a program for the future. Special angle gives this a place, even 
with the mass of medical memoirs. There's the woman's club angle, there's the appeal 
for groups and individuals interested in sociological and welfare problems, there's 


general appeal for parents. $3.00 


April 20 


Spencer, Cornelia THREE SISTERS John Day 
: The Story of the Soong Family in China 


Three famous Chinese women, sisters, - one is now the wife of Chiang Kai- 
Shek, one the widow of Sun Yat Sen, the third the wife of H H Kung. Their father, 
Charlie Soon, wanted American education for himself and his six children —- and got it. 
There is good material here, with three brilliant women following their separate ways 
to fame, and their ideals for China and their influence with their famous husbands. 
The telling is too much inclined to the effusive side, but in spite of the style, the 
characters and the lives come through and the picture of Chinese family life is vivid. 
A book in the news - should have a plus sale for older girls. fIllustrated by Kurt 


Wiese. $2.00 


apritai 5//9 
Draper, Dorothy DECORATING IS FUN Doubleday, Doran 


This book and the next are an interesting contrast. The Draper book is 
definitely for the well-to-do homemaker, and the basic idea is that it is possible 
to be your own decorator if you consider a few basic principles (balance, proportion, 
restraint), if you have courage, if you study your problems. She discusses color, 
accessories, various parts of the house and the principles involved. Not a book for 
the rank amateur, nor for the woman who needs to make little do much. But a suggest— 
ive and practical book for those who have something to go on. The section on the 
relation of terraces and porches and gardens to interiors I found particularly valu- 
able. The book is liberally illustrated, and successive points are demonstrated by 
cases from the author's experience or knowledge. $2.79 
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April 25 


Powel, Lydia r THE ATTRACTIVE HOME Macmillan 
A Book of Good Ideas.and Simple Rules. for. the Homemaker 


* Another volume in The People's Library -— and the best general book on mak- 
ing a home attractive designed for those in simple circumstances, that I happen to 
know. The real fundamentalshold good for all types of homes, but the tone of the 

book is such that it would not discourage those who had little to go on. Step by 

step the author takes the prospective home decorator -— showing how to study a room, 
how to consider the main features, how to make the most of colors, arrangement of 
furniture, how to get much for little. She makes such practical suggestions for self- 
education as the use of the local museums as object lessons. She gives case histories 
of "how they did it and what it cost". She lists government bulletins available at 
infinitesimal cost and valuable for the homemaker. An excellent addition to this 
adult education list. $ .50 


4 
Yd 


Puleston, Capt. W.D. MAHAN: Yale 


The Life and Work of Capt. Alfred Thayer. Mahan, USN 


* As reported by our naval expert, E. S. McCawley:- "Here is a most important 
book. Mahan was probably the keenest student of world politics of his time. He helped 
shape the course of American Foreign Policy and crystallized the ideas of the great 
maritime nations of the world. He paved the way for Britain's command of the seas in 
1914. His theories are as valid today as they were then, in spite of the two new 
dimensions, through air and sub surface craft. As assistant to Luce, founder of the 
Naval War College, Mahan's teachings were widely disseminated. Not only is this an 
important biography, but it is of great interest to anyone who follows the compli- 
cated situation in international politics today and who seeks justification of naval 
and air expansion. Capt. Puleston, a keen student of naval history, has written a 
sympathetic and readable life of an intellectual Nelson, a great Naval Officer. A 
MUST book for everyone in this field." $4.00 


aprtt-25 line ¥ 


Biegeleisen, J. I. SILK SCREEN STENCIL CRAFT AS A HOBBY Harper 


The purpose - to take silk screen stencils into the home, through applica- 
tion in color and pattern on fabric, wood, paper, glass and metal. Special instruc- 
tion, non technical. What it can do and what it is. Tools, equipment, paints and 
printing, how to make a paper stencil, a film stencil, block out stencils, photo 


stencils, etc. Ideas for application and designs. A how-to-do book for hobby groups, 


craft groups, etc. $2.00 


Apert? ? Can, nent, 
Heiser, Victor YOU'RE THE DOCTOR Norton 


The author of An American Doctor's. Odyssey gives his own program for per- 
sonal health. Not just another book about physiology, anatomy, diet, exercise and 
general health, but a book which links the intricate machinery of our bodies so 
closely to the modern findings concerning diet and health, that it gives point to the 


rules he lays down for well being. Through these pages, one learns the hows and whys 
back of good health. He explodes a good many fads and substitutes common sense pro— 
grams. In the process he may step on some toes, but his program emerges as matter of 
fact and workable for the average man and woman. Not light reading ~ there is very 
little personal history, though now and again he tells anecdotes to illustrate his 
points. Not a book for general reading, but a book which gives the general outlines 
of a normal way of life, with the scientific basis for the rules. Heiser's name 


should help the sale. $2.00 
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Late April 


Pickwell, Gayle BIRDS Whittlesey 


¥ An excellent companion for every bird lover and a first rate book for be- 
ginners in the study of birds. The book covers many specific birds of home, orchard, 
field, woodlots, cities, roadside, mountains and shore. Their homes, their nests and 
eggs, their feeding and nesting territories, the division of work between males and 
females, eating habits and different types of bills, protection from enemies, bird 
feathers at varying stages, bird life zones and travels. The data is based on inti- 
mate personal knowledge and observation. He writes with simplicity, and his informa- 
tion is made so fascinating that it needs no dressing up. Practical reference book, 
as the last chapter gives specific information on how to know birds. Pictures and 
format make it an excellent gift book. Plus sale for boys and girls. $3.50 


Seabury, David SEE YOURSELF AS OTHERS SEE YOU Whittlesey 


Again the road to self-discovery, but not quite so obviously keyed to the 
popular market. Primarily an exhaustive series of tests for figuring out your per- 
sonality. Over 100 tests, including such subjects as behaviour under difficulties, 
happiness, work, appearances, attitudes, emotional reactions, mental command, child- 
hood conditioning, sex, inhibitions and so on. Problem —- can any individual analyze 
himself honestly? Eut Seabury has his own wide range of followers and they are the 


market for this, and others will want to try. $2.50 
May 1 
ie Andrews, George S. NAPOLEON IN REVIEW Knopf 


A topical appraisal of Napoleon, which indicates ample scholarship. Not any 
pretense of being a definitive book, but merely a key to study of various aspects of 
the man and his accomplishments, Napoleon as historian, as a child of Revolution, as 
a manager of men; Napoleon's physical and personal qualities; Napoleon in the hands 
of his contemporaries and of later writers. An honest job - but can't see much sale. 


$3.00 





May—t8- Oprel 2.6 


Mayr-Ofen, Ferdinand THE TRAGIC IDEALIST Harper 
Ludwie II of @avaria 


A psychological study of the tragic ruler of Bavaria, strange lonely artist, 
lover of men, patron of the arts, who sought in Wagner the realization of all his 
dreams, and was betrayed by a man who loved first his music and his Cosima, and who 
used his power over Ludwig to consolidate the German states with Bismark in control. 
Joseph Kainz was another great German artist (an actor) who owed his fame to Ludwig 
II. In the need for seclusion, he built castle after castle, giving employment, 
demanding the impossible and getting it. Periods of madness punctuated periods of 
calm, of decision in state matters, but he never identified his interests with those 
of his people. Exceedingly well written, understanding, sympathetic, with enough 
anecdote to give it human interest. Beautiful reproductions of paintings used as 
illustrations. $3.50 we 





a Announcing for late Spring 


Phaidon Press art books Oxford 


Buckley, Wilfred THE ART OF GLASS $3.00 - RODIN - $3.00 


Stevenson, R.A.M. RUBENS 2.50 - THE PAINTINGS OF MICHAEL 
ANGELO - $3.00 
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RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR FEBRUARY BULLETINS 


Published 
Phillips, Constance SO YOU WANT TO SEE NEW YORK! Rand McNally 


A lot for the money in a pamphlet photographic presentation of New York. 

The pictures have tne feel of the city and there are some very fine ones. The re- 

productions are not what they might be, in an expensive book, but this strikes the 

right note for those who want something more than cards as a souvenir of the city. 
$ .10 


Auden, W.H. & Isherwood, Christopher ON THE FRONTIER: A Play ($1.75) Random House 
and 
Isherwood, Christopher GOODBYE TO BERLIN ($2.50) Random House 


The first a play in book form, by two of the young moderns. The second, a 
"roughly continuous narrative" composed of six diary fragments, dealing with pre- 
Nazi Berlin as seen by the author. Presumably a novel, it reads more like the notes 
collected by Isherwood for a novel. Uneven and for the greater part inferior to what 
Isherwood can do. Auden and Isherwood are collectors' items, however, though limited 
in appeal. 


Partridge, Ruth Louise ADVENTURES WITH A LAMP: The Story of a Nurse Dutton 


The combination of "Men in White" appeal and human interest should give 
this quite a send-off. Three years' experience in a city hospital, from "probie" 
to graduate nurse, with a few fictional tactics in the framework of the story, but 
it rings true. It is raw in spots ~ there's an underlying angel of mercy feeling, 
but the facts are not glossed over. Not particularly distinguished in style, but 
there is good popular material that holds the interest, and - so far - nurses have 
not "told all". $2.50 


Graves, Robert COLLECTED POEMS Random House 


The author of J Claudius. here publishes the poetic work of 23 years. He 
omits some of the earlier poems in previous collections, and includes some not hither- 
to published. His poetry is little known over here, and this volume is issued by 
arrangement with the Seizin Press, which has done his previous work in verse. He 
divides his work into five sections, for the most part definitive:— romantic, dis-— 
crepancies between romantic and poetic values, the poetic self as critic of the human 
self, poetry turned on a world of gloom, and liberation. His poetry is not partic~- 


ularly distinguished, but he has a nice sense of words and poetic values. $2.50 
March 17 
Elstob, Peter SPANISH PRISONER Carrick & Evans 


The first slant on the Spanish prison scene. The author, a youth of 20, 
recently a member of the Royal Air Force, decides to join the Loyalists as a flier. 
This follows the procedure, the arrival and waiting to be sent to the Front, and - 
during the period of waiting - his arrest, as Fascist suspect. From there on, a long 
fight against stupidity and inefficiency, and the inertia of the British consulate. 
Then the transfer to the death house, Barcelona's Montjuich, holding more than 500 
prisoners, of whom many are shot every day. Months more of revolting living, tense 
waiting, release. Not an ansry or hysterical book, on the whole a good humored and 
sympathetic record. $2.50 
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March 21 
Morris, Gouverneur A DIARY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION Houghton; Mifflin 
Davenport, Beatrix Cary, Ed. 
* For the first time, the unexpurvateda diaries which the statesman and diplo- 


mat of Revolutionary fame kept during the years of the French Revolution. He was our 
Minister to France during those days of terror, and with Franklin was the outstanding 
American of 18th century Europe. His was a ministry which involved tactful handling 
of the problems of the debt, efforts to interest various countries in colonization 

in the new America, careful baiancing of the relations with France and England - and 
all of this comes out in his diaries. but the general surface impression is «a social 
and human one — he quite fancied himself with the fair sex - he knew everyone — and 
the Paris political and social roster appears in these pases. His sympathy, while 

on the side of liberal policies, was with the monarchy, and his Diaries end with the 
execution of the King in 1793. His great-granddaughter has done a skillful bit of 
editing, and the result is an urbane and entertaining human document. This is a very 
important book, an essential item for all public libraries and college reference 
shelves, a document that thorough students of America's diplomatic history will want 
to own. Not a book for immediate large sales, but a book for permanent stock. (Orig- 





inally reported on page 425 of the September 15 bulletin). 2 volumes $17.50 
Belden, Clark COMMON STOCKS AND UNCOMMON SENSE Coward, McCann 


This book should prove a worthwhile investment for anyone who wants to know 
what makes the wheels go round in the matter of investments, who wants practical 
leads as to how and when to invest. The author is a business man who realized, after 
years of dabbling, that investment required preparation and study. His processes are 
outlined here:- exhaustive research of financial papers and magazines at regular 
intervals, investigation of reliability of various advisors, study of the Dow Jones' 
theory of industrial averages, study of the signs pointing to a bull or a bear market, 


elimination of "hunch buying". There's a lot of heavy going, but the book is worth 
while. $3.00 wom 
Murch 30 
Holdridge, Desmond FEUDAL ISLAND Harcourt, Brace 
! 
The island of Marajo off Brazil is covered thoroughly, - life, customs, 


people, German economic penetration, ranching, hunting, fishing, parties, round-ups, 
cattle-raising, etc. A leisurely account of the author's stay, with his wife, living 
the life of the ranch. One feels that this island is almost untouched by the outside 
world, and that it resembles the old life of our western plains. Good reading, with 
the tropical background of a virtually unknown island. A new type of authentic 
"western". By the author of Escape to the Tropics. Illustrated with photographs. 
$2.50 


Fuchs, Martin SHOWDOWN IN VIENNA Putnam 


Fuchs was formerly Schuschnigg's personal aide and is now head of the Haps-— 
burg Refugee Bureau in Paris, so he speaks from personal knowledge in giving a de- 
tailed account of the Austrian annexation to date. Not likely to be widely read, 
since it competes with many more important books on the subject, and is sharply lim- 
ited in its range. He starts with 1935, outlining the various political groups; he 
introduces his main figures, Schuschnige and Schmidt. Then follows an almost day by 
day record of political ententes and machinations, with verbatim reports of conver- 
sations with Hitler and Mussolini - and the inevitable outcome. Good background book, 


but not easy reading. $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


John Day 
Coleman, S.L. - YOUR CHILD'S mMUSIC--from 3/15 to 3/30. Price from $1.50 to 
$1. '75 
Connolly, J.B.- NAVY MEN--from 3/15 to 3/30. 
Doubleday, Doran 
Baker, R.S.ed.— WOODROW WILSON-Vol. VIII--from 4/21 to 5/19 
Larsen, E.B. - HISTORICAL VIEWS ON STAFFORDSHIRE CHINA--from 4/21 to 5/19 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Abbott & Smith - WE POINTED THEM NORTH--from 3/20 to 4/13 
Widdemer, M. - LADIES GO MASKED--from 4/13 to 4/3 
Harper 
Bacon, L. - SEMI-CENTENNIAL--from 4/5 to 3/23 
Jordan, P. - THERE IS NO RETURN--Price from $2.75 to $3.00 


Little, Brown 
Jackson, J.H. - A SHORT HISTORY OF THE WORLD SINCE 1918--from 4/13 to 4/20 
Schlesinger, A.M. - ORESTES A. BROWNSON--from 4/15 to 4/20 
Norton 
Richardson, H.H. - THE YOUNG COSIMA--Definite date 3/24 
Random House 
Cornell, K. ~ I WANTED TO BE AN ACTRESS--from 3/22 to 3/29 
Reynal & Hitchcock 


de Saint-Exupery, A. — WIND SAND AND THE STARS--from mid-April to indefinite. 


Future Book of the Month Club selection 
Scribner 
Gizycka, F. — THE FLOWER OF SMOKE--Definite date 4/3 
Simon & Schuster 
Barry, Etc. — PHOTOGRAPHIC BUYING HANDBOOK--postponed to May? 
Boucher, A. - THE CASE OF THE CRUMPLED KNAVE--Definite date 4/5 
Iams, Jack ~ TABLE FOR FOUR~--Definite date 3/28 
Marcuse, L. — SOLDIER OF THE CHURCH--from 3/24 to April ? 
Pecora, F. — WALL STREET UNDER OATH--from 3/24 to 4/14 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR-April lst to 15th 


Cooper, Courtney R. - DESIGNS IN SCARLET (Little, Brown) 

Caldwell & Bourke-White-NORTH OF THE DANUBE (Viking) 

Deeping, W. — BLUE WATER (Knopf) 

Frankau, Pamela — THE DEVIL WE KNOW (Dutton) 

Hawkins, Desmond - HAWK AMONG SPARROWS (Knopf) 

Kennedy, Margaret -— THE MIDAS TOUCH (Random House) 

ye 7 Polsky, Thomas - CURTAINS FOR THE EDITOR (Dutton) My, 
April 4 Parker, Dorothy - HERE LIES - Literary Guild Selection for tepid 
April 5 - Boucher, A. - THE CASE OF THE CRUMPLED KNAVE (Simon & Schuster) 
4¢~;]7—. Lin, Adet & Anor - OUR FAMILY - (John Day) 

April 11 - Paul, E. — THE STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Random House) 
April 12 -— Sharp, Margery -— HARLEQUIN HOUSE (Little, Brown) 
April 13 - Phelps, William L. ~— AUTOBIOGRAPHY WITH LETTERS (Oxford) 


Add These Titles To Your March 15th to April 1st Calendar 
March 20 Goudge, Elizabeth ~ THE MIDDLE WINDOW (Coward, McCann) 
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March 21 Morris, Gouverneur - A DIARY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION (Houghton, Mifflin) 125 


March 28 Hays, Arthur Garfield ~ DEMOCRACY WORKS (Random House) 
Iams, Jack — TABLE FOR FOUR (Simon & Schuster) 
March 31 Wellman, Paul I. ~ JUBAL TROOP (Carrick & Evans) 


42 
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FLOWER SHOW SUPPLEMENT ON GARDEN BOOKS 
Edited by Gene Simmonds 


Now is the season for local flower shows. Take advantage of this in your window and 
shop. Garden books are late this year but the five that have appeared so far are of 
such high order and on such popular plants that you'd need no others to turn in a good 
volume of Sales; five fast moving books in the $2.50 to $3.50 class rings up a neat 
profit, Do an attractive garden window featuring the new books, but don't forget to 
check up your staple garden stock and use it to fill in the picture. Flowering shrubs 
and fruit blossoms can be brought in now and forced in a hot window. They not only 
enhance the beauty and artistic effect of your window and shop but psychologically 
they promise spring to chilly customers and pull them in to buy. 


Bailey, L. H. THE GARDEN OF LARKSPURS Macmillan 


The only drawback to this book is the confusion the layman will find over 
the interchangeable use of the terms Larkspur and Delphinium. Dr. Bailey is correct 
in stating they are the same but the average gardener speaks of the annual variety 
as Larkspur. and the hardy or perennial as Delpainium. Since your customers will say 
"Oh I don't need a book on larkspur, I have no trouble with them, it's delphinium I 
am crazy over and have found hopeless" it is vitally important for you to explain at 
once that this book by an eminent horticulturist on the cultivation, care and propa- 
gation of both larkspur and delphinium. Two excellent chapters are contributed by 
Leon H. Leonian, editor of the American Delphinium Society, on delphinium diseases 
and W. E. Blauvett, College of Agriculture at Cornell, on pests that agtack the species, 
There is a list of 113 varieties of 75 species and a key to the varieties. If there 
is a solution to our delphinium problem Dr. Failey should hold the key, especially if 
the gardener will follow his suggestion to consider delphinium a biennial and replace 
the old plants with healthy new ones every third year. No one ever gives up the hope 
of raising delphinium, especially those who love them with lilies and lupins as they 
are grown in England and our northern and western states, so this should be an easy 
book to sell every gardener on your list. $3.00 


Cumming, Alex HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS Whittlesey 


This is a welcome volume on a highly satisfactory plant, a good addition 
to the Whittlesey House garden series edited by F. F. Rockwell. In a bulletin of 
problem children such as delphinium, lilies and shade gardens the easily grown’ 'mum 
is a joy. It's a joy in the garden too. From early August to December chrysanthemums 
provide armfuls of bloom in glorious colors of varying size. Mr. Cumming gives their 
history, ancient and modern, excellent advice on their selection, care, propagation 
and cultivation. Especially valuable to the gardener with a new place who wants quick 


bloom. $2.00 
SO 
Farrington, Edward I, THE GARDENER'S TRAVEL BOOK Hale Cushman & Flint 


A unique book which answers a double purpose — garden guide and travel book 
of these United States. Ideal for those who'll drive to the Fairs for it covers the 
country and will be a great help in planning routes. The égarden-minded traveller 
will be enchanted to find each state covered. Gardens, arboretums, national parks, 


- 126 - 





March 15, 1939 Garden Book Supplement - 129 «= 


flower shows, blossom festivals with dates and information bureaus, even a number of 
private gardens open to the public at various times and seasons. A must for Garden 
Club libraries, for your shop's Travel and Garden shelves and for "au revoir" gifts 
for garden-minded travelers. Edited for the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. 


$2.50 


Morse, Harriet K. GARDENING IN THE SHADE Scribner 


* Once in a while we see a shady nook filled with bloom, carpeted with soft 
green, and, to the averase gardener, who has strugéled with the same conditions and 
dreams, it seems that a miracle has been performed. Mrs. Morse struggled, too, but 
her persistance reaped a rich reward. She had sense enough to realize others, given 
the knowledge she had acquired, might share her pleasure and success. Such senerosity 
is part of gardening, - sharin’ knowledge, ideas, seeds and seedlings, cuttings and 
bulbs makes for the fun and spirit of the game. Here is a wealth of practical infor- 
mation so carefully presented that a rank amateur could easily digest it and have a 
lovely garden as a result. Many professionals will welcome Mrs. Morse'’s book, however, 
for shade is no respecter of persons and few gardeners have ever made so complete and 
intelligent a study. There is a shade table, information on soils and their condi- 
tioning, instructions for planting and keeping a shady garden through various types 

of gardens. Nothing daunted, gardens range from wild woodland paths and stream banks 
to formal gardens planned, terraces, white gardens, steps, water gardens. Not even 
city dwellers’ back yards and window boxes are forgotten. In part two, over 500 
plants suited to various types of gardens and degrees of shade are listed in the 

Who's Who in the shade. A unique and valuable contribution to the garden world. A 
staple "must" for your garden shelf. - $3.00 


Slate, George L. LILIES FOR AMERICAN GARDENS Scribner 


Where lilies grow in American gardens they are exceedingly colorful and 
satisfactory and with careful planning the gardener can have a veritable pageant of 
bloom from early spring to late fall. The only difficulty in the past has been 
the necessity of relying on books like Mr. Coutt's extensive work which, though per- 
fect for England, didn't always work out in our hot sun and different climate. Here 
is one that is all American and nationwide. Lists of lilies ~ graded easy, moderately 
easy and difficult to grow - are included for the country as a whole with a special 
list for the Pacific Northwest. The answer is Jiven to every possible question on 
how to buy, plant, cultivate, propagate and control disease in lilies. Mr. Slate 
is a lily enthusiast who pursues his hobby with the advantage of being associated 
with the New York Agricultural Experiment Station. Lilies are the vogue today. 

Be sure and bring this book to the attention of your customers and garden clubs in 
your vicinity. $3.50 


Note: We hope that the balance of the new garden books will be available by the 
April 1st bulletin, in which case we shall run those reports and the Easter religious 


book additions, 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Beistle, Aldarilla S. MR. HEINIE AND SCROOT McKay 
™ Mr. Heinie, the well bred (and somewhat spoiled) dachshund made a great many 
friends last year. Now he acquires a playmate, and this is the story of how it hap- 


pened. I think it a better book than Mr, Heinie, and the pictures are fun. (3/15) 
$1.00 
Brown, Jeanette Perkins CATERPILLAR, CATERPILLAR Harper 


This is a stocking book, paper and boards binding, with a text in verse 
telling of the development from caterpillar to butterfly - and pictures, full page 
and decorations, with every page of text. The nature drawings are nice; those showing 
the child as well are very second rate. And the text is unimportant. (3/23) $ .75 


Sechrist, Elizabeth Hough RUFIE HAD A MONKEY McKay 


A rather cute little darky story of a child whose porter uncle gives her a 
monkey and of the mischief the monkey makes and of how the problem was solved. Illus~ 
trations (by Hestermary Janeway) have a modern touch. (3/20) $1.00 


Washburne, Heliuz LITTLE ELEPHANT'S PICNIC Whitman 


These "little elephant" books seem to have established a place for them- 
selves, so — here is another one. Personally, I don't like them - but others do. 
(4/30) $1.00 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 - 9) 


Owen, Ruth Bryan.retelling THE CASTLE IN THE SILVER WOOD Dodd, Mead 
And Other Danish Fairy Tales 
* I liked them, immensely. There is a real folk quality to these tales of 


peasants and fisher folk and of trolls and witches and gnomes. There is a distinctive 
flavor of the north, a vitality and sturdiness that is quite different from the more 
effete stories from the Latin countries. One suggests Close parallels with the story 
of Cupid and Psyche; most of them follow fairly familiar patterns with distinct dif- 
ferences. The pictures are numerous and have a nice quality. (By Marc Simont). 


(3/14) $2.00 
FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books. 


Cannon, Marian SAN BAO And His Adventures in Peking Dutton 


A story of a little Chinese boy from the country and his first visit to the 
markets of Peking, of his misadventures and the good that came from them. There is a 
good deal of incidental information, painlessly administered, about Peking and Chinese 
ways and places and people. Nothing of today's conditions. The use of paper in vary- 
ing colors gives an impression of lavishness of illustration, and the drawings are in 
themselves a distinct asset to the book. (3/15) $1.50 


= 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Meadowcroft, Enid La Monte AREN'T WE LUCKY! Crowell 


In amazingly brief compass, with text that is scarcely more than enlarged 
captions and 41 photographs and 3 large maps, the author manages to put over an idea 
that is of really constructive value. Through the medium of a magic glass that reveals 
one part of the world after another, a small boy sees a bit of the misery everywhere, 
and turning the glass on the U. S. he discovers how much better off we are than the 
rest of the world, and determines to help make the most of what he ~- as a potential 
citizen — has to be thankful for. A thoughtful piece of work ~- worth considering. 


i $1.00 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Seeman a es _— 


Dadds, Myrta Hazlett WHITE CAMELS OF THE SINGING SANDS Crowell 


This is a revealing story of two children whose father was an Arab sheik, 
of the life of the desert, of a visit to far off Hofuf, of storms and camel raids, 
of date palm groves and pearl fisheries, and of the life in the Sultan's palace. 
There is enough story and adventure to carry, without effort, the authentic informa- 
tion. Illustrated by Margaret Ayer. (April ?) $2.00 


Simon, Charlie May BRIGHT MORNING Dutton 


This is an everyday story about everyday children, a generation ago. Of 
the struggles to keep chins up against poverty and disappointment, of the elements 
that went into the making of a happy home, of the small events that were magnified 
into great adventures. A might—be-true story, done with Charlie May Simon's usual 
simplicity and note of veracity. Illustrated by Howard Simon. (3/8) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Ftetton 


Crownfield, Gertrude CRISTINA OF OLD NEW YORK Lippincott 


% A meaty story of the period when New Amsterdam was claimed by the Dutch and 
the English, of the circumstances to which this gave rise, and of the life of the 
Dutch settlers, particularly of one family thrust out by the English from their farm 
at Flushing. Cristina, the eldest child, shouldered most of the responsibility - 


and her two brothers were cause of many heartaches and worries. Good American back- 1 
ground fiction, well told. (5/4) $2.00 
Meader, Stephen W. BaT, The Story of a Bull Terrier. Harcourt, Brace 
* I don't remember any other story in which a bull terrier is the hero - and 


this is a good dog story as well. There is a good deal of sound fact about preparing 
dogs for showing, about points and training; and there is plenty of adventure in the 
good old reliable Meader fashion as well. Illustrated by Edward Shenton. (3/15)$2.00 


Non-fiction 


Carroll, Paul Vincent PLAYS FOR MY CHILDREN Messner 


Perhaps this should rightfully be listed under the heading of books for 
use by parents and teachers, for I cannot imagine young people taking these plays 
and putting them on without considerable direction and advice. In the first place, 
only two of the plays are really juvenile in characters or content. In the second 
place, there is virtually no direction as to staging, casting, costuming. And yet - 
on Carroll's name, this volume will probably sell. (4/15) $2.00 
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Coffman, Ramon THE CHILD'S STORY OF SCIENCE Putnam 


There is a vast amount of information, clearly presented and interesting in 
the telling, in this comprehensive volume. The author touches upon so many aspects 
of science and ranges so widely in his contents, that I feel this is a book to use as 
a miniature encyclopedia of science rather than as a book to read through. It is 
difficult to see just why he has made his arrangement and selection as he has, when 
one reads it through, and yet each section is good reading in itself. Good book for 
schools and libraries with limited funds, as it covers so much. Illustrated. (3/24) 


$2.50 


Keliher, Alice V. NEWS WORKERS Harper 


Through the medium of photographs and expanded captions, the main facts about 
the personnel, jobs, duties and processes involved in getting out a modern newspaper 


are presented in easily acquired form. Good for vocational shelf. (3f257- $1.00 
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Summers, Richard Aldrich CONQUERORS OF THE RIVER Oxford 


In somewhat fictionized form, the thrilling story of the first successful 
passage of the treacherous Colorado River is told. It makes grand reading, this ad- 
venture of man against nature, the fulfillment of a dream and a challenge to the spirit 
of one man, Major Powell. Based on the diary kept during the trip. A bit of American 
history ‘in the making of which little is usually known. Illustrated. (3/30) $2.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Non-fiction 


Angas, Com. W. Mack RIVALRY ON THE ATLANTIC Lee Furman 


100 years in the race for speed across the Atlantic, from the 183 day cross— 
ing of the 200 ft. Sirius, to the Queen Mary; from 90 horse power to 200,000. Angas 
knows his facts. (For full details, see report, March 1, page 101) (3/20) $3.50 


Cornell, Katharine I WANTED TO BE AN ACTRESS Random House 


From early years of struggle to her position as first lady of the American 
theatre. An exceedingly simple book, with little capitalizing on the famous names 
that fill its pages. (For full report, see March 1 bulletin, page 100) (3/29 $3.00 


Maury, Richard THE SAGE OF "CIMBA" Harcourt, Brace 


The story of a Nova Scotian fishing schooner, 25' at the waterline, and of 
the adventuresin distant parts of the world. Told by her owner and skipper, and 
definitely for the sailing fraternity. (For full report, see March 1 bulietin, page 
108) Published. $2.50 


Mellen, Ida M. A PRACTICAL CAT BOOK Scribner 


The first cat book to cover all breeds in the U. S. Includes everything you 
might want to know about cats - breeds, points, how to raise and how to show them. 
Chapters on care and training, etc. (For full report, see bulletin of March 1, page 
101) March. $2.50 


Miller, Dayton Clarence SPARKS, LIGHTNING, COSMIC RAYS Macmillan 


An anecdotal history of electricity which gives the sense of the growth of 
ideas as the basic facts of discoveries. (See full report, March 1 bulletin, page 
104) (4/4) $2.50 


Schiff, Sol . .TABLE TENNIS COMES OF AGE Holt 


Excellent analysis of table tennis from beginner to professional game. 
Clear, to the point, a valuable book. (For full report, see March 1 bulletin, page 
102) (3/23) $1.25 





